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Stuart and half the bench

June, Fiona and George
walking to Cape Cornwall

George’s kitchen garden
comes to life

Chypraze Farm Newsletter                      Autumn 2007

Once again we must apologise for the time since the last
update on news from Chypraze. Have we been busy!

The first thing to say is that as our
summer guests will have discovered
we have had to say a sad goodbye

to Hilary and Dave, our site managers from day one. There is
no doubt that without them we could never have stayed afloat
and we are enormously grateful for the largely unpaid work they
put in.  They have fallen in love with a villa in Cyprus and we
wish them every happiness there.

But our luck holds and our
other cousins, June and
George, have taken up the
challenge and we are really
pleased to have them aboard.
They have introduced a new
dimension to the holiday
experience by creating a
garden allotment and then
inviting guests to sample the
fruits of their labour! It is the
first time since 1986 that any

spuds have been grown on Chypraze.

Finally we have worked out how to set the controls ground source heat pump
and it now provides continual background heating and lashings of hot water to
showers and bath at pressure. The Aga has also been replaced, but guests will
need a short training course to run it!

The second bathroom is in including a shower for two and downstairs loo. The ground floor is now
properly serviced and the revamped downstairs bedroom is ideal for those not keen on stairs.

Last winter knocked several holes in the roofs and these are being repaired. This is not as simple
as it may seem as the traditional method of scantle wet lay tiling has to be employed.  As JS
Roofing say this sort of roofing is described as “Wet Laid Delabole Scantle slate laid to diminishing
courses on a lime based mortar bed and hung with an Oak peg'
usually followed by 'coming to the end of its useful life!'  Soon we
will attempt to replace the windows…..

There are stirrings in the cow shed and we are excited to
welcome Stuart and his wood sculpting talents turning locally
produced hardwood into amazing pieces of what can only be
called art for The Eden Project. The picture shows Stuart and his
enormous and beautiful bench curving in all directions.

We are delighted to have welcomed some new families to
Chypraze this year and of course we are also really pleased to
see some of our old friends back again. We really enjoy reading the Visitors Book comments –
especially the children’s. It took me ages to uncover the secrets beneath the Sno-pake – and yes
we do need to do something about the telly! This has spurred Jacqui into thinking about a feed
back process where you can help us think about the things we really need to do.

A Sad Goodbye

Some
Progress
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The famous mines at Botallack.

Chypraze – a World Heritage Site?

Unbelievably, Yes! Alongside Stonehenge, The Great Wall
of China, The Serengeti and the land of the Pharaohs,
Cornwall’s historic mining area has achieved World Heritage
Status in recognition of the huge contribution that the tin
mining industry made to mining world wide. This includes
development of steam engines, for pumping, lifting and
moving, hard rock working, ore treatment and metal winning.

The aim is to preserve the heritage of distinctive remains
that tell the fascinating story that employed so many
thousands from the Stone Age to this and to put them into a
modern context that involves the whole environment and,
hopefully, a sustainable local economy.

Chypraze finds itself just within the boundaries of the WHS
and Ian is busily exploring the possibilities that our very own
hidden treasures may offer. Anyone interested in this aspect of life at Chypraze please let us know
– I feel a few working parties coming on, or a Time Team episode at the very least! Meanwhile see
www.cornish-mining.org.uk for more info.

Are We Choughed?

As some of you may be aware Chypraze Farm adheres to a
management plan agreed with English Nature. Part of that plan
requires us to burn limited areas of the gorse on the cliff in winter and
implement some light grazing in patches in order that the habitat for
wildlife is not dominated by the invading European gorse. We have had
a number of failed attempts bordering on the farcical including a)
cutting it by hand and chainsaw prior to chipping for the Aga, b) timid
burning in a hurricane all of which has resulted in about half an acre of
success.

After discussion with EN Ian discovered what we are actually doing this
for – the return of the Chough! This winter we are going to bring more
determined methods to bear (and choose some sensible weather).  We
see buzzards, peregrine and raven but we haven’t yet seen a Chough
will you be the first????

  

 Why not take a winter break?
 
Ring Jacqui on 07751456079 or see www.chyprazefarm.co.uk


